
938 May 21 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

cause; a dynamic new Europe with partner-
ship for commerce and cooperation. There-
fore, we have supported the expansion of
NATO and the Partnership For Peace. We
have also supported all efforts at European
integration and the expansion of European
institutions to welcome new democracies.
And we will continue to do so.

We want to imagine a future in which our
children will be much less likely to cross the
Atlantic to fight and die in a war, but much
more likely to find partners in security, in
cultural and commercial and educational en-
deavors. The expansion of NATO and the
Partnership For Peace make the positive out-
come much more probable.

This is a day for celebration but also a day
for looking ahead. Our work to adapt all our
institutions to the challenges of the new cen-
tury is far from done. On Monday I had the
opportunity to go to Geneva to lay out a
seven-point plan for the changes I believe
the world trading system must embrace in
order to fully and faithfully serve free people
in the 21st century.

And just very briefly before I close, let me
mention the things that I believe we still have
to do with NATO. We have to build closer
ties with the Partnership For Peace mem-
bers. We have to reinforce the practical co-
operation between NATO and Russia, and
NATO and Ukraine. We have to see through
our efforts to secure a lasting peace in the
Balkans, and we cannot walk away until the
job is done. We must achieve deeper reduc-
tions in our nuclear forces and lower the lim-
its on conventional arms across the European
continent.

Yes, we have more work to do, but for
today, we remind the people of Europe that
in the efforts that lie ahead, they can con-
tinue to count on the United States. And we
remind the world that tomorrow, as yester-
day, America will defend its values, protect
its interests, and stand by its friends. So that
years from now another generation may gath-
er in this place and bask in the warm glow
of liberty’s light, because in our time we ful-
filled America’s eternal mission: to deepen
the meaning of freedom, to widen the circle
of opportunity, to strengthen the bonds of
our union among ourselves and with others
who believe in the primary importance of lib-
erty and human dignity.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former National Security Adviser
Zbigniew Brzezinski; former U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, and Gen.
George A. Joulwan, USA (Ret.), former Supreme
Allied Commander, Europe.

Message to the Senate on
Ratification of the Protocols for
Enlargement of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization
May 21, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
I am gratified that the United States Sen-

ate has given its advice and consent to the
ratification of the Protocols to the North At-
lantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of Po-
land, Hungary, and the Czech Republic.

The Senate’s decisive vote was a milestone
on the road to an undivided, democratic and
peaceful Europe. The message this vote
sends is clear: American support for NATO
is firm, our leadership on both sides of the
Atlantic is strong, and there is a solid biparti-
san foundation for an active U.S. role in
transatlantic security.

I thank Majority Leader Lott, Minority
Leader Daschle, Senators Helms and Biden,
Senator Roth and the members of the NATO
Observer Group, and the many others who
have devoted so much time and energy to
this historic effort. The continuous dialogue
and consultation between the Administration
and the Congress on this issue was a model
of bipartisan partnership. I am committed to
ensuring that this partnership continues and
deepens as we proceed toward NATO’s 50th
anniversary summit next year in Washington.

The resolution of ratification that the Sen-
ate has adopted contains provisions address-
ing a broad range of issues of interest and
concern, and I will implement the conditions
it contains. As I have indicated following ap-
proval of earlier treaties, I will of course do
so without prejudice to my authorities as
President under the Constitution, including
my authorities with respect to the conduct
of foreign policy. I note in this connection
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that conditions in a resolution of advice and
consent cannot alter the allocations of au-
thority and responsibility under the Constitu-
tion.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 21, 1998.

Proclamation 7098—National
Maritime Day, 1998
May 21, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The United States is and has always been

a maritime Nation. Our history is tied to the
sea—from the Santa Maria to the
Mayflower, from clipper ships to ocean lin-
ers, from the Liberty Ships of World War
II to the huge, efficient containerships of the
1990s—and our development as a Nation has
paralleled the growth of our waterborne
commerce.

As we look forward to the challenges of
the 21st century, we continue to rely on our
Nation’s maritime industry and the U.S.
Merchant Marine to keep America competi-
tive in an increasingly global economy. Ships
and barges carry more than one billion tons
of commercial cargo annually between ports
within our Nation. Internationally, more than
95 percent of our imports and exports by
weight are transported on water—a total of
more than one billion metric tons of cargo
each year.

We also depend on America’s maritime in-
dustry and Merchant Marine to fill a crucial
role in protecting our national interests and
the security of our allies. Throughout our his-
tory, in times of conflict or crisis, the owners,
operators, and crews of U.S.-flag commercial
vessels have provided vital sealift capability
in support of our Armed Forces, advancing
defense, peacekeeping, and humanitarian
missions across the globe.

Our maritime industry has made many im-
portant contributions to the economic
strength and defense capability of our Na-
tion, and my Administration has worked with
the Congress to implement new approaches

to ensure the industry’s continued viability.
Our National Shipbuilding Initiatives are
helping to improve the competitiveness of
America’s maritime industry by seeking to
eliminate foreign subsidies, assisting the in-
dustry’s international marketing efforts,
eliminating unnecessary government regula-
tions, and enhancing private sector financing
of shipbuilding through Federal loan guaran-
tees. Under the Maritime Security Program,
the Federal Government contracts with own-
ers and operators of U.S.-flag vessels to sup-
plement our military sealift capability and
gains access to a fleet of modern commercial
ships and the sophisticated intermodal trans-
portation system that supports it. Together,
these programs protect our Nation’s eco-
nomic interests and our national security by
ensuring that U.S.-flag vessels will always sail
in the sea lanes of the world.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by a
joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has
designated May 22 as ‘‘National Maritime
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue annually a proclamation
calling for its appropriate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22, 1998, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I urge all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities and by dis-
playing the flag of the United States at their
homes and in their communities. I also re-
quest that all ships sailing under the Amer-
ican flag dress ship on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:37 a.m., May 22, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 26.
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